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Friendship is not 
a child issue; it 
is a people issue. 
Since children 
are, in fact, 
people, it seemed 
an appropriate 
topic for a few 
funny stories.

– Mo Willems







What is an Early 
Reader Book?
Teacher and Geisel Award 
committee member Robin Smith 
states that a beginning or early 
reader book should have the 
following characteristics:

•  The font is usually clear and 
readable, so the eye easily 
knows where to go next.

•  The vocabulary is generally 
limited to words that are 
sight words or can be 
decoded easily using the 
rules of phonics. 

•  Sentences tend to be simple 
and do not extend over a 
page turn. 

•  The book should appeal to 
new readers who are about 
five to eight years old. 

•  The illustrations . . . reflect 
the text, help give clues 
about harder words, and tell 
the story.
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Hot Rod Hamster and the 
Wacky Whatever Race
by Cynthia Lord (J-ER Lor) 

Hot Rod Hamster enlists 
the help of his friend Dog 
to build a super sleek soap 
box racer for the Wacky 
Whatever Race.

Fox and His Friends
by Edward Marshall (J-ER Mar)    

In three separate episodes 
Fox wants to play with his 
friends, but duty in one 
form or another interferes.
   
George and Martha
by James Marshall  (J-ER Mar)

Relates two episodes in 
the friendship of two 
hippopotamuses.

Pearl and Wagner:  
Two Good Friends
by Kate McMullen (J-ER McM)

Pearl and Wagner, a rabbit 
and a mouse, work together 
to build a robot for their 
science project.

Henry and Mudge:  
The First Book of  
Their Adventures
by Cynthia Rylant (J-ER Ryl)    

Henry, feeling lonely 
on a street without any 
other children, finds 
companionship and love in 
a big dog named Mudge.

Monkey and Elephant
by Carole Schaefer (J-ER Sch)    

In three episodes two 
friends cool off on a hot day, 
sing songs, and outsmart 
some riffraff wildcats.

Mac and Cheese
by Sarah Weeks (J-ER Wee) 

Two cats who are as 
different as night and day 
are nevertheless  
best friends.

New Pig in Town
by Lisa Wheeler (J-ER Wh)    

Fitch the wolf and Chip the 
pig strike up an unlikely 
friendship because they 
discover something  
in common.

Cat the Cat, Who is That
by Mo Willems (J-ER Wil)

An exuberant cat introduces 
readers to her friends.

Upstairs Mouse, 
Downstairs Mole
by Wong Yee (J-ER Yee)

Mouse and his downstairs 
neighbor, Mole, discover 
that when they help each 
other, housecleaning and 
other daily tasks are  
much easier.


